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Online Bible Instructor’s Course
INFORMATION FOR SPONSORS
A Message from the Executive Director

Our task as Seventh-day Adventists is global and advanced communications technology has made it possible for us to develop global educational strategies for equipping people to complete the work that God has given us to do. Edessa International has responded to the challenge and developed an Online Bible Instructor’s Course, which is now available worldwide to those with good English language skills, access to the Internet and who are able to schedule a few hours a week for study.  In the future, it is planned that the course will be taught in other major world languages. 
The Online Bible Instructor’s Course is designed to bring high quality education and training within the reach of all. Even when technology overcomes many of the traditional restrictions upon students, finance often remains a barrier that limits educational opportunity. Therefore, financial sponsorship of students becomes necessary to allow the full benefits of educational technology to flow unimpeded to those who can benefit from it. This document has been prepared to provide helpful information for potential sponsors of worthy students of the Online Bible Instructor’s Course. For more detailed information on the course, the Online Education Directory and Student Handbook can be downloaded from www.edessa.org  The link is accessible on the Education page.
It is a pleasure to invite you to participate with us in this adventure of faith.

Barry R. Harker, Ph.D.
About Edessa International

Edessa International is an incorporated, self-supporting educational and evangelistic institute established in Australia in 1998 by Seventh-day Adventist lay people to assist in the proclamation of the Three Angels’ Messages.

Vision
Our vision is the everlasting gospel to the world in this generation and people prepared for the return of Jesus Christ.

Mission 
Our mission is to realize our vision through education, evangelism, health ministry and research.

A Unique Study Opportunity

Edessa International’s Online Bible Instructor’s Course is designed to allow students to arrange a study program to suit their personal circumstances. It is expected that students will complete the course in not less than one year and not more than three years.
The course has been carefully written and edited to reflect the doctrinal heritage of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The writer is Pastor Kevin Paulson and the editor is educationalist, Dr. Barry Harker. 

The Course at a Glance

· The Online Bible Instructor’s Course is a 26 module, 520 hour course designed to develop highly effective personal evangelism skills.
· 20 modules cover the Three Angels’ Messages of Revelation 14:6-12, dealing with the full range of Seventh-day Adventist beliefs.
· 6 modules, including a practicum, focus on the development of communication skills.
· Each module takes approximately 20 hours to complete and is designed to develop the skills necessary to communicate the everlasting gospel in a range of social and cultural contexts.
· Students learn not only how to promote but also how to defend Biblical teachings.
· Teaching is conducted through the Learning Room integrated into Edessa International’s website.
· Teachers provide personalized support.
· Each module requires the completion of a range of exercises designed to help students engage with the text and develop the desired skills. 
· There is a strong emphasis on conceptual development, analytical skills and problem solving.
· Assessment and evaluation is based upon mastery of the topic.
· Students may choose to work individually or as a member of a group.
Graduate Profile
The course has been designed to develop the skills listed in the following table.

	Content

· Understand the teachings of the Bible that are relevant to preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and have a thorough knowledge of the Biblical testimony that supports these beliefs

· Recall relevant Biblical information and concepts as required

· Acquire sound Bible study skills for lifelong learning

· Apply Biblical teachings personally
	Communication

· Understand the principles of effective oral and written communication and be able to select and implement an appropriate communication strategy for individuals, small groups and large groups

· Apply modern communication technologies effectively 

	Promotion

· Understand and apply the Biblical principles of soul winning that are relevant to Biblical instruction


	Defence

· Understand the common objections to Biblical truth, including difficult Bible passages, and be able to remove these objections in a sensitive but effective manner 

· Apply sound Biblical knowledge and principles in response to questions 

	General

· Understand the general principles of communicating the gospel in the global context
	Specific

· Adapt the general principles of communicating the gospel to an individual or group with specific communication needs


Modules

Biblical Modules

1.
Our Supreme Authority

This module deals with issues relating to the authority and interpretation of the Bible, the prophetic ministry of Ellen G. White, Bible Versions and the Apocrypha.

2.
Knowing Our Enemy

This module focuses on the nature of sin, including its origin, development and final eradication from the universe.

3.
The Indispensable Man

This module covers the pre-existence, life, death, resurrection and heavenly ministry of Jesus Christ.

4.
The Gospel According to Scripture

This module highlights the nature and conditions of salvation and the means whereby these conditions are met.

5.
“Righteous, Even As He Is Righteous”

This modules distinguishes between the lower and higher forces in human nature as a key to understanding the human nature of Jesus Christ and His role as our Exemplar in righteousness.

6.
The Standard of Righteousness

This module focuses on the central role of God’s Ten Commandment Law in the saving of men and women as well as in the larger controversy with evil in the universe.

7.
God’s Everlasting Sign

This module emphasizes the seventh-day Sabbath as God’s everlasting memorial of His creative power and the sign of loyalty to Him.

8.
Where Are The Dead?

This module examines the unconscious state of the dead and the importance of this knowledge in avoiding deceptions in the last days.

9.
The Punishment Of The Wicked

This module explores the nature and the length of the punishment of the wicked.

10.
Baptism

This module addresses the doctrine of baptism, the various counterfeits seen in the Christian world and why the issue matters to a converted Christian.

11.
Prayer

This module examines some of the key Biblical issues involved in Christian prayer and its importance in the last days.

12.
How Should A Christian Live?

This module deals with a number of specific issues regarding how a Christian should live and how we can present these issues when sharing present truth.

13.
The Antichrist

This module introduces the fundamentals of Bible prophecy and provides both Biblical and up-to-date historical evidence establishing the identity of the Antichrist power foretold in Bible prophecy.

14.
The Mark Of The Beast

This module identifies the two contrasting signs of loyalty in the book of Revelation and reveals how to receive the one and avoid the other.

15.
Facing The Judge

This module examines the Biblical evidence for the reality and timing of the final judgment.

16.
The Gift of Prophecy

This module demonstrates from God’s word the true nature of the prophetic gift and how we can share its blessings with those willing to follow God’s truth.

17.
Last Call For Heaven

This module explains how the prophecy of Elijah’s return will be fulfilled in the last days, how God’s final appeal to mankind will be delivered, and who will deliver it.
18.
The Second Coming of Christ

This module reveals the true manner of Christ’s Second Coming and how to discern the difference between the true manner of Christ’s return and Satanic counterfeits.

19.
The Millennium And The End Of Sin

This module reviews the Biblical teaching on the final millennium of human history and the eternal peace of the saints that will follow.

20.
The Sin That God Cannot Forgive

This module establishes the nature of the unpardonable sin and the importance of this knowledge in helping people who have gained significant new Biblical insights in understanding the seriousness of turning away from this new found awareness.

Communication Modules

21.
The Divine Call To Witness

This module addresses the Biblical basis for witnessing and principles of communication and soul winning and examines why sharing the Adventist faith with others is a key part of faithfulness to the message itself.

22.
Public and Personal Evangelism

This module explores the guidance provided by Scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy regarding methods and tools for direct evangelism, including the voice in speech and song.

23.
Health and Welfare Evangelism

This module examines God’s counsels in relation to health and welfare evangelism.

24.
Seminar and Small Group Evangelism

This module focuses on seminar and small group evangelism, including the conduct of individual and small group Bible studies.
25.
Instructional Technology
This module examines the uses and misuses of modern instructional technology.  Those who do not have access to electronic instructional technology may choose to complete a forty (40) hour practicum rather than a twenty (20) hour practicum.

26.
Practicum

This module requires completion of twenty (20) hours of work in various aspects of work as a Bible instructor, including practical Bible Instruction. 
Fees (in Australian dollars)

	Student Category
	Per Module
	Course Total
	Up Front

	Individual
	170
	4420
	3100

	Full-time Adult Student
	120
	3120
	2400

	Self-supporting Worker 
	120
	3120
	2400

	Group – (minimum of 3)
	100
	2600
	2200

	Family – (minimum of 2)
	90
	2340
	2100

	Home-Educated Children
	80
	2080
	1900


Notes

1. All listed fees are for individuals, including those studying in groups and families;

2. All amounts are in Australian Dollars (AUD); 
3. The Australian dollar is currently valued at around 77 cents USD. 

Sponsorship

Sponsorship can be provided in a range from individual modules to a number of students. Where sponsorship is provided for a student or students, the sponsoring individual or organization is able to sponsor students of their choice as long as nominated students meet the entrance requirements for the course. Where sponsors do not nominate students, Edessa International will apply the sponsorship funds to those applicants who have met the entrance requirements but are not able to enrol because of financial reasons. 
The outcomes of sponsoring a worthy student
· A worker equipped to enter full time work as a Bible instructor in their own culture and to engage in ongoing study and development;
· A mentor/teacher for other workers in areas where access to training opportunities may be limited; and
· The knowledge of Adventist truth conserved and transmitted to others, including the younger generation of Seventh-day Adventists.
All of these outcomes can be achieved for a maximum of 4420AUD (module by module) or 3100AUD (up front). These amounts currently translate into 3360USD and 2360USD respectively. 

Funds can be transferred to Edessa International online, either by credit card or by alternative arrangements as set out in the following document. Potential sponsors are strongly encouraged to make contact with one of the officers listed below before donating funds.
Contact Details
All Correspondence to:

Edessa International Limited
P.O. Box 10254

Brisbane Adelaide Street

Brisbane Q 4000

Australia

Email: inbox@edessa.org 
Directory

Executive Director and Director of Education

Barry R. Harker, PhD

Email Address: bharker@edessa.org 
Telephone: 61 7 54786511

Facsimile:  61 7 54786533

Director of Finance and Administration

Theo J. Freriks
Email Address: tfreriks@edessa.org 
Telephone: 61 7 32612700

Facsimile: 61 7 32612732
